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  Table 14.4  	State Education Performance Measures

Measure Texas
Percentage National 

Average Texas Ranking

Average graduation rates for public high school 
students

72.5% 73.4% 36

Percentage of public high schools offering advanced 
placement in the four core subject areas

29.0% 32.6% 32

Estimated rate of high school graduates going to 
college

56.9% 63.8% 42

In-state tuition prices at public two-year institutions 
by state rank

$2,049 $3,387 49

In-state tuition prices at public four-year institutions 
by state rank

$8,078 $8,043 22

Full-time freshman-to-sophomore retention rates at 
public two-year institutions

57.8% 59.0% 19

Full-time freshman-to-sophomore retention rates at 
public four-year institutions 

73.8% 78.2% 36

Three-year graduation rates of associate degree–
seeking students at public two-year colleges

11.1%   9.6% 45

Six-year graduation rates of bachelor’s degree–
seeking students at public four-year colleges

55.3% 49.1% 35

Adults ages 25–64 with less than a high school 
diploma

18.7% 11.3%   1

High school graduates going to college 56.9% 63.8% 42

Source: The College Board, “The College Completion Agenda 2012 Progress Report,” http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/advocacy/
policycenter/college-completion-agenda-2012-progress-report.pdf (accessed September 12, 2014). 

educating the state and nation’s top students; other schools open their doors to students 
who are less likely to graduate. There have also been initiatives aimed at making the 
use of funds, quality of teaching, and value of scholarly research more transparent to 
the community at large.

As Table 14.4 illustrates, the state’s success in the classroom has been mixed com-
pared to that of other states. While Texas has historically kept tuition relatively afford-
able, the state’s students have not been completing their education at the same rate as 
their peers in other states. While our lagging rates of higher education may have been 
suited to the agricultural past of the Texas economy, the state’s hope of becoming a 
leader in high technology and international business demands that Texas keep up with 
other states and provide the workforce that leading-edge firms need.


